
Self-Advocacy 
     Gifted learners who speak up for 
themselves are more apt to find challeng-
es and opportunities to best fit their 
needs. It is never to early to start teach-
ing your child to self-advocate in both 
academic and social settings.   
 
Teaching Young Children 

• Don’t solve every problem that aris-
es for your child.  Problem-solving 
builds life skills. 

• Help your child decide what is im-
portant. 

• Teach that advocating is not about 
complaining or whining. 

• Practice role-playing situations 
where self-advocating is an option. 

• Empower your child to present their 
suggestions to adults. 

 
Helping Tweens and Teens 
     Four essential steps to successful self-
advocacy for gifted learners: 

 Understand your rights and respon-
sibilities.  

 Assess and reflect on your personal 
learner profile.  

 Match options and opportunities to 
your profile.  

 Connect with the advocates who can 
support your plan.  

 
 
“Self-advocacy is the process of recog-
nizing and meeting the needs specific to 
your learning ability without compromis-
ing the dignity of yourself or others.” 
 —Loring Brinckerhoff  
 
 
To read more about self-advocacy for 
children, tweens, and teens, check out 
the whole article,  “Self-Advocacy” , 
from the National Association for Gifted 
Children. 

Reading  

  Student discourse during reading from 

the Junior Great Books nonfiction series 

was impressive!  Opinions about success 

and failure were supported with evidence 

from text.      

  Junior Great Books fiction anthologies 

were the main resource for our first 

breakout game experience.  Students used 

excerpts from “Alice’s Adventures in 

Wonderland” to solve puzzles based on  

standards related to figurative language, 

locating details in text, and summarizing 

story events.  It was exciting when teams 

found all four lock combinations and 

were able to BREAK OUT!    

  We’re off to a good start in the Charles-

ton Latin program.  Students are digging 

into either Unit 1 (An Introduction to 

Latin and the Romans) or Unit 5 (The 

Architecture of the Romans).  Next up:  

Unit 2 (Getting to Know the Members of  

a Roman Family) or Unit 6 (Toys, Pets, 

and Games)  

Math  

Our math students demonstrated their  

algebraic reasoning skills through lessons 

from Hands-On Equations.  These efforts 

were supplemented by opportunities to 

improve computational fluency.  

  A note from your specialist… 
   Here is a snapshot of what we’ve been doing in AIG pullout groups:  
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     This is the time of year when so many things 
happen so fast. That can be exciting and over-
whelming all at the same time.  The frenzy to try to 
get the normal things done and then add on all the 
extra of the season can cause us to miss the real 
magic of the season. 
     This scenario of this season is much like what 
many of our gifted kids experience on an everyday 
basis.  Expectations can be high, the fear of letting 
people down can be extreme, and then we add in 
the engaging activity with our AIG specialist– it can 
just be too much. For some “busy” is perfect and 
for others it can just be too much. Getting caught 
up in the frenzy of school can cause our kids (and 
us) to miss the magic that is the learning journey.  
     Chandi (age 10) said, “I hate the out-of-control 
feeling I get when I have too much to do– tests, 
projects, and friend drama.” One trait of many 
gifted kids is having intense emotions. Learning to 
embrace emotions along with how to control emo-
tions can be an intense challenge gifted students. 
     I challenge each of us to find ways to reflect on 
our learning/emotions and slow down (if just for a 
bit). 

Michael Elder, Director,  
College and Career Readiness 

Stay Connected—https://www.onslow.k12.nc.us/Page/1400                         www.facebook.com/onslowaig #OnslowAIG    

AIG Specialist-Dawn Pelletier 
dawn.pelletier@onslow.k12.nc.us 

910.478.3522 

Monthly Goal:  Student respectfully advocates for himself/herself as 
         a gifted learner. 

http://www.nagc.org/sites/default/files/Publication%20PHP/NAGC-TIP%20SHEET-Self%20Advocacy.pdf
https://www.onslow.k12.nc.us/Page/1400

